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. ORDEH OF BUSINESS.
1. Devotional Exercises.

2. Head Constitution, Articlea of Faith and Rules of DecortM.

3. Presentation of letters from the-chiwches.

4. Election of Officers,

5. Call for Petitionary Letters.

6 Invite visiting ministers, not delegates, to seaii:.

7. Receive Correspondence.

8. Return Correspondence,

9. Appointment ot special committees : (1) on religious exercittes,

(2) on documents, (3) on nominations^ (4) on flnance, (5) oji* prayer

and prayer meetings.

10. Call for report on standing committees: (1) on Sunday

schools, (2) on temperance, (3) on state missions, (4) on home iriissians,

(5) on foreign missions, i( 6) on education, (7) on aged and infirm min

isters.

11. Report of Treasurer,

12. Appoint Treasurer.

13. Call for report of special committees: (1) on documents, (2)

oil nomination, (3) on finance, (4) on prayer and prayer meetings.

14 . Call for Report of Executive Committee.

15. Appoint Standing Committees.
16. Miscellaneous business.

17. Read minutes, call roll aadiidjourn.



MINUTES.
The fifty-seventh annual session of the Nortli Rivei' Ba])tisl Associa-

tion convened with Liberty Grove chur:'li. Walker county, Alabama, on
Saturday Seot. 26, 1891.

Th»^ introductory se'iijon wasprefched by Eld. L. B. Harbin. Text :

It you love me keep my commandments. St. Jol)n 14:15
After preaching a recess was given until 2 o'clock.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

At 2 o'clock p. m. the delegates re-assembled and alter devotional ser-

vices was called to order by its Moderator. On motion the reading ot

the Consti'ution. Articles of Faith and Rules of Decorum were omitted.

The roll of the chnrrdies was then calkd and letters from the various

••hurches presented. Brethren J. W. Roger-, J. E. Barnaul and -Jno. H ,

Pool were ap{)ointed to read the letters.

LIST OF CHURCHES AN1> DELEGATES.

Absentees marked thus*
Salem—W. M. Jackson, H. C. Crump, *.I. B. Randolph.
Samaria—*A. L. Files, *Wm. Sherer, *R. M . Ried, *J. B. Sherer.
Jasper—L M. Bradley, S. Lacy, Wm. Randolph, .). W. Rogers, G. D. O'Rear,

E. S, Mclntyre, J, F. Applmg, W. T. Walton.
Mt. Carmel—J. A. Sumner, J. T. Morris, *D. R. Price.

New Prospect—J. P. Mooney, *L. l\ Kiker, *M. M. Wherer.
Gamble Mines—*\V. N Hayes, *P. S. Burton, *J. H. Burton.
Hepsibah—W. P. Smith, *Minor Wilson, *J. II. Smith.
Zion—L. B. Harbin, *J. T. Busbee,*D. C. Barrentine. *J. M . Busbee, *Wm.

Richardson.
Union Grove~*Jno. Wallis, J. M. Fulton. *Jno M. Cannon.
Union—*R. Colburn,T. C. Omery, W. T. Colburn.
Pleasant Grove, F. C—S. H. Key, Isaac Hamilton, W. C. C. Brown.
Pleasant Field— B. F. Sides, *J. L. Leonard, *VV. P. Odom.
Macedonia—J. E, Barnard, *J. W. Tipper, C. C. Kelly, Frank Barnard, *G.

W, Oastlebury, *L C, Kelly.

Providence—*J R. Sartain, *C. H. Day,*G. E. Covin, R. F. Sumner, B. F.
Clements, J. S. Watts.
Oregonia—*D. A. Utley, Alcey Johnson, *J. S. Swindle.
Pleasant Grove, W. C—Wm. Dutton, J. E Grace, Jas. Sparks, W. C. Kitchen,

W. F. Sides, Jas. Rutledge, W T. Kutledge, E. O. Ferguson, *D. P. Kilgore.
New Hope—F. M. Mackey,*J. W. Fields, *J. P. Reece.
New River—J. I. McCoIlum, *A. W. Killingsworth, *J. M. Wake-

field, *Stephen Woodard.
Mt, Zion—*Wm. Patton, *A. J. Kimbell, Jas. Patton, Andy Patton.
Mt. Joy—*W. B. Earnest, *L. H. Baker, *Z. J. Amerson. W. M. Kimbell, R. A.

Baker, H. G. Amerson.
Bethlehem—D. A. Kemp, Wm. McDuflf *E. T. Whitson, *R. A. McDufif.
Day's Gap—T. J. Creel, Jno. H. Pool, *M. L. Jones, *Jas. H. Pool.
Lebanon—*R. M. Earnest, *W. W. Earnest, W. R. Thacker, J. T. Jones *A.

Kilgore.
Berry Station—*A. J. Hocutt, *A. K. Newton, *J. F. McDuff.
Liberty Grove—A. A. Sides, C. M. D. Wilson, J. M. Sides. John Keeton.
Bethel—J. E. Kilgore, *R. B. Kilgore, *J. W. JIamner.
Bethabara—*I. W. Awtory, N.H. Harbin, W. B. Oakley.
Sardis—*S. R. Brown, S. M. Nelson, *Wm. Nelson.
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The Assodiation wa^ permanently organi^nd by electing fild. L. At.

Bradley Moderator and J- S. Wacts Clerk.

Then called for petlonary letters from newly con.stituted or dismissed
churches and the following named brethren came forward bear'ing let-

ters and were received :

Liberty-^Jas. Hilton, C. A. Sims, C.Jackson, Obediah Howell.
Townley^.J. K. P. Mannsco, *.J. L. Wright, *J. F. Fikes,

Then invited ministers, not delegates^ to seats and J, C. Hudson
come forward and was received from the Soutbern Female Univerityj

Brother 0. C. Collins was also received-

Received correspondence to-wit

:

From Clear Creek Asssociation—^E. R. Little. Returned correspond

dence.

On motion any of our brethren bearirg minutes are authorized cor-

respondents to any of the sister Associations with vvhom we corres-

pond.
Proceeded to appoint the following committees :

On Religious Exercises—^Pastors and Deacons of Liberty Grove
church together with VV. T. Walton and C. C. Kelly.

On Documents-^J. W. Rogers, L. B. Harbin, J. A. Sumner.
On Nominations—^J. F. Appling, J. K. P^ Manasco, E. S. Mclntyre.
On Finance—G. D. O'Rear, J. T. Morris, R. A. Baker.

On Prayer and Prayer Meetings—W. T. Rutledge, H G Amersohj
W. L. Sides.

Called for report of District Meetings.

Report of first District read and adopted that part only locating As-
sociation.
The next session of the North River Baptist Association to beheld with Beth-

lehem church, Tuscaloosa county, Alabama.
J. S. Watts, Clerk. L. B. Harbin, Moderator.
The following; resolution was adopted :

Resolved that this Association dispense with District meetings and adopt
5th Sunday meetings instead thereof, and allow all members of this Associa-
tion, good standing, seats as delegates.

On motion Sunday 9 :oO a.m. was appointed to hear report on Sunday
schools and 2 o''clock p. m. to hear report on education.

Committee on religious exercises report that Bro. J. C, Hudson,
preach at 7 o'clock to-night. *,

Then adjourned until 9 :30 o'clock a. m. Sundhy.
(

SUNDAY' MORNING.

At 9 :S0 o^clock a. m. met pursuant to adjournment and after devo-
tional services was called to order. Report on Sundaj' Schools reaci

and after being discussed by Ij. B. Harbin and others was adopted.

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
W.e, your committee on Sunday Schools, report that we believe the Sunday

School interest is increasing in our Association. We as a denomination have in
the United States 2,732,570 members, but only about 1,011,585 scholars and our
churches number 30,500, fefjpt our Sunday Schools number only about 14,000
leaving 13,000 churches without Sunday Schools, and in our own state, (Ala.)
©ne Sunday School to three churches and we find from reading the church let-



ters to our Association that twelve churches report Sunday Schools this year,

whereas only ei^ht reported Sunday schools last year, This gives us about one

Sunday school to three churches in the Association Now we as Baptist believe

that the Bible is not a law as a creed but that the Bible is Jesus Christ revealed

and because he would manifest it that men might have life and have it more

abundantly The Book which embodies him ; which tells of his presence and

his possessions of the total world; That is the inspiration of our life Men say,

Shall the Bible have prominence in human thought? Shall it be the inspira-

tion of human life, experience and knowledge in the future, that it has had in

the pasf? Let us not ask it of the Bible, but of Christ. To our minds, we need

to begin teaching and training our young people in the Bible such as our fath-

ers never dreamed of as necessary. A general profanation of the Lord s Day

nrevails in nearly all sections. Lawlessness, anarchy and mhdelity are rite

everywhere But when we call to mind the fact that there are eight millions of

chiMren and youths gathered in the Sunday schools of the land on every Lord's

Day learning obedience to Christ and to law we may take courage and hope for

the nations permanence and continued prosperity. Sunday schools are largely

the hope of the nation and of the churches. Religion is a force of suca tremen-

ous power when applied to the character that every one who thinks and esti-

mates the strength of influence of shaping the world can but be anxious, touch-

ing the natuse of that religious education which has brought our young people

round about us. About noother thing should we be more zealous ;
concerning

no other training should we give greater attention than the training of young

people Now Jesus recognized this principle to the full. He was a thinker, a

profound thinker ; one of those men born into the world to think out the rela-

tion of things and the connection which exist between cause and efTect, espe-

cially in the moral realm. He had one of those minds which think far ahead

towards the end, deep down toward the forces that are shaping the world s

character and are capable of shaping it. He saw that the world which was

then he could not change much and that to succeed in his sublime mission ot

saving the world, He must work through the possibilities of reconstruction and

these possibilities He saw were in the youths and in those that trained the

youths To them therefore He turned with an expectant face and with the as-

surance ot one who feels that he has struck the clue that will lead him out of

the labarynth and just at that point he exclaims : Suffer the little children to

come unto me and forbid them not for of such is the kingdom of heaven
;
or

that other command. When after the answering to his three fold question on

the Galilean sea as the Risen One, Lovest thou me ; said he to his disciples :

Be feeding my lambs. Now is it the experience of all of the preachers on this

floor who have had experience in dealing with hardened old sinners have not

felt like exclaiming as did Nicodemus of old : Can a man be born when he is

old*? Now in conclusion we would say the Sunday school is the primary depart-

ment of the church for preparing souls to be saved and preparing material tor

the church. Respectfully submitted. J. F. Appling Chairman.

At 11 o'clock a. m. a missionary sermon was preached by Eld. L. M
Bradley to a large and attentive congregatioa. There was a short but,

impressive missionary speech by EUl L. B. Harbin After which a pub-

lic collection was taken for mission.

L. B. Harbin
G. D. O'Rear
W. B. Appling
J. F. Appling
J. I. McCollum
S. Lacy
J. W. Rogers
W. G. Davis
L. M. Bradley

LIST OF PERSONS CONTRIBUTING.

Paid $5.00 J. D. Pittman
" .5.00 E. S. Mclntyre

5.00 J. K. P. Manasco
" 5.00 J. P. Mooney

5.00 W. T. Walton
" 5.00 Wm. McDuff

5.00 J. S. Watts
" o.OO A. A. Sides
" 5.00 H. G. Amerson

Paid 5.00

5.00

2.50

2.50
2.50
;:2.00

1.00

1,00

1.00
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J.E.Barnard "
5.00 P. M. Stewart "

1.00
C. C.Kelley "

5.00 A. ^I. McCullers "
1.00

R. A.. Baker "
5.00 C. M. I). Wilson "

1.00
E. O'Rear "

5.00 G. G. Bagwell "
1.00

Wra. Randolph "
5.00 D. A. Kemp "

1.00
L. G. Leggette .

"
5.00 Frank Barnard "

1.00
J.T.Morris "

5.00 S. R. Burchfield "
1.00

Jno.H. Pool "
5.00 H. R. Sides "

1.00
J. S. Black "

5.00 Mrs. Malinda Sides. "
1.00

A mount collected $124.50

Then a hat collection, amounting to 8.35

Total collection for missions on Sunday 132.85

Then adjourned until 2 :30 oclock p. m. met pur.suant to adjournment
and after devotional services was called to order.

Called for report on education. Report read and after being discussed
by W. B Appling and others uas adoj>ted.

REPORT ON EDUCATION.
Your committee on education respectfully reports that as far az its knowl-

edge extends the spirit of educations has kept a pace with the increase of pop-
ulation and the development of our section of Alabama, if not in advance of
them, and we are pleased to state that many of our people are thoroughly
aroused and alive to the great importance and necessity of education. Your
committee congratulates Howard College, located at East Lake, Alabama, and
the -Judsun Female Institute located at Marion, ilabama and the excellent
work done and progress made by them, since this association last met, and
highly recommend to the Baptist of this section, Howard College as an excel-
lent institution of learning for the higher education of their sons and the .lud-
son Female Institue as a first class College in which the daughters of those who
will patronize it have an opportunity to acquire a thorough and accomplished
education. The Southern Female University recently built and located at
Florence, Alabama is also a Baptist Institution of lear.iing and bids fair to be-
come one of the best in the south. And since some of our sisters and daughters
were educated at the Central Female College at Tuskaloosa, Alabama, your
committee cannot overlook it as a college, fpr the daughters of such as desire to
patronize it. The Baptist of this Association in . common Avith the Baptist of

Alabama are justly proud of these institutions of learning, and our people
should talk and work for them, and ought as far as they are able to patronize
them. And in coaelusion your committee suggest that our people encourage
and patronize their home schools. Respectfully submitted.

W. B.. Appling, Chairman,

In the absence of th-^ commititee on religeous literature the modera-
tor appointed the t'lllowin.; namew brellnen to prepare a report, to-wit

:

Jas. Hi'ton, J. I. McOollum and N. H. Harbin.
Adjourned to meet at 6 :30 o'clock at night.

NIGHT SESSION.

At 6 :oO o'clock p. ni. the Association was called to order. Prayer l)y

•Jas. Hilton, Then the report on education was futher discussed and
the following resolutions were adopted as amendmenrs to said report

:

Resolved that each church in this Association be requested to take a col-

lection for ministerial edjcation between this and January 1, 1892 and forward
to G. D. O'Rear, Jasper, Ala. W. T. Walton.
Resolved that this Association recommend that the preachers of our Associa-

tion attend the Theological Institute at Howard College. J. F. Appling



Adjou''ned lill 8 o'3lock Monday morning.

MONDAY MORNING SESSION.

At 8 o'clock a. m. met pursuant to adjournment and after devotional
services was called to order.

Report on temperance was read and alter being discussed by Jas.

Hilton and many others was adopted.

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.
Your committee on temperance beg leave to report that while the cause of

temperance h as not and perhaps will never accomplish all that we could wish
;

It is very true that while the prohibition law was in force that in many in-
stances the law was violated. Many have committed crinif and have been im-
prisoned and punished and brought down to degredation and ruin. Whisky
has been the cause of it all. At the same time we are sorry to say that some of
our Baptist brethren favor the sale of whisky in our county towns and villages
because they say the prohibition law is violated. Since our last Association the
prohibition law of some of our towns has been rapealed. There are whisky
shops running in several places in our county. There are three running in the
town of -lasper and we see the great evil of it. There is a great deal more of

drunkenness and crime committed than when we had prohibition. Our jail has
been full ever since the repealing of the jjrohibition law in our towns. And we
say that nine tenths of these poor unfortunates criminals have committed crime
against the laws of the country while under the influence of whisky, which was
the grand cause of their imprisonment and punishment. We need not dwell upon
ravages, wastes, crimes, devastated homes, blighted lives, crowded prisons, etc.,

aused by intemperance that is admitted by all good and thoughtful men. The
uestion that confronts us is how best to promote the interest of temperance.
We think the best way to accomplish this is to persuade our people to abstain
from intoxicant drinks and do all in our power as parents, as teachers, as preach-
ers, as churches and citizens by moral suasion and education to teach the rising-

generation to shun strong drink as they would a deadly foe. Let us fight the
monster in every conceiv?ble way and prove our sincerity by a total abstinance
ourselves. Respectfully submitted. Wm. Randolph, Chairman.

On motion the rep!>rts on State, Home and Foreign Mission were all

read and after bein^ discu.s:se;l by S. Lacy and others were adopted.

REPORT ON STATE MISSIONS.
Your committee on state missions submit the following report : We are happy

to report that last year was a year of prosperity for the mission cause in Alabama.
A decided advance in contributions to our state board has been made. Informa-
tion about the board audits work is dispelling ignorance and prejudice from the
minds of our people. And if present progress be maintained our denominaiion
may expect at no distant period to become more united in missionary spirit and
enterprise. In the bounds of our own association we have had one missionary
(Brother J. E. Barnard) employed about four months. It is impossible for one
man in such a limited time to supply all the destitute places with preaching.
We recommend that a missionary be employed for a longer period of time dur-
ing next year, and that our churches raise

.
sufficient means to support him.

Since writing the above we learn that brother J. W. Rogers was employed to

preach some too, on Sunday only. We futher recommend that the association
continue to cooperate with the state mission board. Respectfully submitted.

J, 8. Watts, Chairman.

REPORT ON HOME MISSION.
We your committee on home mission beg leave to submit the following taken

from the repcrt of the committee on home mission read at our last Southern
Baptist Convention in the city of Birmingham in May last, as our report
The rapid and increasing influx of people from other nationalities into the field

covered by the Home Mission lioard makes it of great importance that we meet



them with an open Bible and a pure gospel. One of the serious menaces to our
free institutions and to oar religion arises from this demand of our society. The
rapid development in material resources in our southern country invite to our
limits a large portion of the emigration to the United States. The experience
of the civil authorities in different states with this class of people show how im-
portant it is to christianize them. There is no data at our command by which
we can give any statistics as to the number of nominal christians among them,
nor by which we can ascertain how many are Baptists. Work among the Ger-
mans especially should be greatly enlarged and strong efforts be made to carry
on a work among every division of the foreign population. This can be done on-
ly by lar^'e increase to the Home board. The work of the Home Mission ±5oard
among the Indians presents a different problem. The inherited disposition to live

without toil and to depend on others, whicli has been fostered by our government
strongly nv'Iitates against self support, yet their readiness to acctept thrf first prin-

ciples ot Christ by whinh so largo a percentage of them have become believers,

would indicate the wisdom and necessity for coutinuinij the work with unabated
interest. The painful and pathetic history cf this people in connection with our
government seems to emphasize the tlioiiilit <liat if they are to receive any spe-
cial kindness it must be at the hands of f~'hristiaiis as suc'i. That it is cheaper to

christianize th ui to kill the.ii is abundantly proved, and patriotism and pity both
argue that we should give them the Bible instead of bullets.

NEGRO POPULATION.
No serious mind can dwell upon the condition of "our brother in black,'" with-

out mingled feelings of pity and alarm. The negro is the most dependent race
of which we have any knowledge. It will cling to and rely upon j'omebody or
some thing. Its confideu'-e is almost limitless nnd childlike. This beautiful
confidence is unreservedly given to those who strive to win it, be they good or
bad. The negro is lamentattly superstitious because of his ignorance, and is

mainly controlled through that characteristic. By reason of this fact the aver-
age negro preacher is almost wholly unfit for leadership, which the high func-
tions of his exalted ofliee demand The blind leading the blind find a ditch at

every step. The christian pconle of the suuth have not the full confidence of the
negro. When lie became a freeman, christian people left him to lookout for his
own destiny. While Avandering like lost chilriren m a forest, designing political

(lemagogery laid its polluted scourging hand upon the race and led it away from
*ruth, happiness and prosperitv. Christian people looked upon the scene, but
i-(^fused to enter a contest with politicians thar they might retain the confi.lence
of those who had watched and waited in their own homes.

NATIVE POPULAilON.
The rapid changes going on in the South greatly affect the native population.

Many Baptist rti.al districts, once strong in members and wealth, have Leen
ureatljr weakened on account of the removal into towns and citi:-s, Jhe mission-
ary ought to be in every town ami city to receiye and organize these Baptist into
working forces as soon as tbey land. The weakened places ni'istbe made st'"ong.

The native population of the south, as experience abundantly shows, can be
reached by Baptist for Clirist. Here is not only a vast field btit one of the most
promising on which the sun shines. If the greai mass of Baptist in the south
n'ere trained, educat'^'l, developed and loyal to Christ, we could soon reach all the
native and foreign population with the gospel, and then we could rai)idly advance
t(j the conquest of the vvjrid. Each christian ought to study this question as re-

:j;ards his own community and feel called of God to work there as well as else-

where. While it is not right to stKV at Jerusalem, it is right to begin there. We
must look after otir own southern land as never before.

Sheriff Lacy, Chairman

.

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.
The subject of Foreign ^Mssions is one that all Baptist should be intere.«ted in,

and well informed on. When we read our Lord's great and last command, ''Go
into all the world and p.each the gospel to every creature," and then read of the
nallions without the g'spel, how can we allow the ages to pass on, keep our God



Galled meh athoiJiej While we sit in listless indifference, spend!n<r thousands of
dollars upon useless luxuries. Think of the four hundred millions of souls in

China, the most of them sunk in the grossest heathenism, hastening Avith rapid
strides to their eternal destiny; and only thirty-five souttiern Baptist men
and women, some growing old and some hardly entered upon the work ; laboring
With this vast number of people. The doors at-e Avide open all around us, the peo-
ple are cordially welcoming us to their towns, villages and homes. Not many are
caring for the bread of life, for they know not of its existence; but should not
their destitution appeal to us all the more strongly on that account? On the hope-
ful field of Japan we need specially to note the gri'at demand for a large working
force. The fulness of time has come in that land and what is mostly needed, is

the men to go forth to sow. Mexico, uur dear neighbor, is sending to us the Mac-
edonian cry, "come over and help us." and all our foreign field in Eoman Catho'
lie countries in pai)al lauds, now is the time tor Baptist. If our jirinciples have
been valuable for our own country they will be more valuab'e for Unds cursed by
Roman Catholicislu. Let ur motto in regard to the foreign fiehis be enlargement
and not retrenchment Why are nof our churches strongef missionaries? We be-
lieve it is because the pastors do not teach rhem by precept and example as the
Bible teaches the subject of mif^sions. Therofore we recommend that pastors go
home with the <'eterminaiion, by the help of the Lord to prepch at least one ser-

Inon en missions every three months. RespeotfuHv submitted,
J. E. Barnard, Chairman.

Dnringthe discupsion of the abi.ve feports a special collection was
taken for foreign mis.'^ions amounting to $20.76. Arljourned till 1 o'clock.

EVENING PESSloN.

At 1 o'clock p m. met pursuant to adjournment and alter devotion-

al serviceci, was called to order. The tollowing resolutions were adopted.

Resolved, That we undertake to raise for missionjiry purposes the com-
ing year $600, the an.ouxit suggested to us by tli3 Stare Mission Board, Stata
missions $^00^ Home missions $102, Foreign missions $198.

2. Resolved, tpat this shall in no sense be regarded as a tax, but a request that
the churches try to raise these iiinounts.

3. Resolved that a committee of five be appointed to apportion the amount
out to the churches and their report be printed in the minutes.

The moderator appointed a committee to apportion to the churches
amount requested of us ''or missions during this year, to-vvit : G. D.

O'Rear, J- E. Barnard, W . L Sides, Alcy Johnson, and J. P. Mooney.
Called for report of missionaries.

Report of J, W. Rogers for six months of Sunday labor, done in the bounds uf

the North River Association, under the direction of the Executive committee:
l)ays of labor performed 24; miles traveled 510; sermons ja-eaclied 24; prayers
48; addresses 16; visits 29; cdlected from the field $10.57 ; received from execu-
tive committee, $19.58 ; total amount received .$30.15: current expenses, $10.90;
a nount due $79.85 ; amount received sincc: arriving at as'^ociation $55 ; J. P. Moon-
ey $2.50. Respe<-tfully submitted, J. W. Ro,jErs.

Report of J. E. Barnard, Missionary of Ni)rth River Association, rendered
^ept'juiber 28, 1891: Commenced work May 2, bS91 ; amount received from
churches and individuals $65.15 , amount received from executive commiree $70 ;

total amount received $135.15; days of services 120, miles travoU'd 1293, sermons
ilelivered 111, total number sermons, Sunday school and prayer lueeting talks

152, churches constituted 1, munher persons bap; ized 31, uaptized Oy others in
connection with my work 34, total no. baptisms 65, received by letter fe, restored
2, total no received 110, Sunday schools ort^aidzed 2, prayer meetings organized '2,

pr;iyer meetings held 15, no. churches visited 15. no, visits to families 275, meet-
ing houses commenced 1. J. E. Barnard, Missionary.

REPORT ON PRAYER AND PRAYER MEETINGS.
We, your committee on prayer meeting beg leave to report that we recommend
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fliat each church meet fis often as once a week in a i>rayer mneHng. tnaj^much iiS

God has promised to nnr-wer the prayers of his faithful children, we believe it to

be the duty of each christian to in( et oft in prayer for each other and for the
World of mankind. We recommend that our preachers insist on their churches
organizing and keeping up a regular prayer meeting We are glad to know that
some churches are engaged in this good wi^rk. We have 34 churches in our asso
elation and only S prayer meetings reported. T;ie effectual fervent prayer of the
righteous availeth much ; we ktu \v of notliing henei.th heaven's hlue vault that is

6o powerful as the sincere simple prayer. For to this an eternal, omnipotent God
lias coma>itted himself to us his power, prayer, ^^hich is a constant duty and
pj-ivilege. Prayer is pr:ictical!y desire, prayer without desire is dead. Where de-

sire i*^ burning in tlie soul it sends up the flame of prayer, or the sparks of sishs'

and groans. Prayer is the christians vital breath, the christians native air. Re-
spectfully (ubmitted. N, H. Harbin, Chairman.

Report on aged and infirm ministers.

We your committee on aged and infirm ministers, report as follows : V/e again

report ('".Id. T-. B. farbin.an aged and i;:firm minister nf our associat'on, and we
lecoraraend that a c'd'ection be taken for him now and that a committee of one
from each church of this association he appointed to take a collection some time
iluring the year for him and tlie amount sent to the treasurer of this association

to be paid toL. B. Harom. H. G. Ameeson, Chairman.

Then a collection «as taken for L. B. Harbin amounting lo $12.95.

Then requested tl: e delegates to select one of their number trom each

church, to take a collection at some time during the year for L. B.

Harbin and forward same to treasurer ot this association as suggested

in above report.

T'.K! following reports were read and adopted.

REPORT ON RELIGIOUS j.lTERATURE.

We your committee on religious literature report as follows: We recommend
the Kind Words Series as a Sunday school literature, and we recommend that

tue brethren of our association in buying any religious books to buy them
from J. B. CoUierof the Book Depository, Opelika, Ala. We recommend as re-

ligious newspapers, the Alabama Baptist, printed at Montgomery, Ala., though
the sucscripticn price is high. The Home Field printed at Atlanta, Lia., and the

Foreign Mission Journal at Richmond Va., and the State Mission Quarterly, prin-

ted at Marion, Wa,., and v.'e hereby urge upon all our people the great importance

of placing religious literature in their families. We also recommend the American
Baptist Bub'ishing Society and we state that they publish a good Sunday school

literature. Respectfully submitted, James Hilton, Chairman.

TREASURERS REPORT.

Received from Finance Committee $ 130 00
Collection on Sunday for missions 64 50

" forL.B, Harbin 26 30-$220 80

CREDITS,

Paid to Executive Committee State Missions $ 79 55

L. B, Harbin 26 30

W. B. Crumpton, Foreign Missions 30 25
" " " Home " 23 90
" ' " Ministerial Education 1 00
L, B. Harbin, aged ministers fond 7 80
'- " '• bal. associational t'uud 6 00
(or printing minutes and blank letters 27 50
" Clerk's fee 15 GO
'• •* bal. due for last year 1 00
" for paper and postage 2 50-$220 80

J. S. Watts, Treasurer.
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Appointed J. ft. Watts Treasurer.

REPORT ON DOCUMENTS.

We your committee on documents having examined into the papers and doc-

uments handed to us beg leave to say we find nothing in these claiming the at-

tention of the body* J. W. Rogers, Chairman.

REPORT ON NOMINATIONS.

We your committee on nominations report as follows : To preach the intro-

ductory sermon at our next association, J. E. Barnard, James Hilton alternate.

To preach Sunday at 11 o'clock L. B. Harbin, L. M. Bradley alternate. The fol-

lowing named brethren are nominated to go to the Baptist State Convention:
W. B. Appling, James Hilton, L. B. Harbin, L. M. Bradley, G. D.
O'Rear, J. I. McCollum, Jno. H. Pool, J. W. Rogers, J. R. Sartain and VV. T. Rut-
ledge. Also named L. M. Bradley to go to the Southern Baptist Convention,
James Hilton alternate. Respectfully submitted. J. F. Appling, Chairman.

REPORT ON FINANCE.

We your committee on finance submit the following report, to-wit

:

Received for minutes .$33.95

Assistant purposes 14.95

State Missions 179.23
Home Missions 26.51

Foreign Missions 33.00
" " special collection 20.76

Bro. L. B Harbin 27.50
" ' Ministerial Education 9.0O-$344.9O

CREDITS.
Paid W. B. Crumpton for Home Missions per voucher $14.06

" " " " " Foreign '
" "

.

.' 15.85
" " " " " Our Missionary fcr State Mis-

sions as per vouchers 120.27
" G. W Ellis ministerial education per voucher 9.00
" cash and voucher L. B. Harbin 27.50
" cash J. F. Appling Chairman Executive Committee . . .58.96
" J. S. Watts for Home Mission 12.45
'* " " " " Foreign " 37.91
" " " " " Associational purposes 14.95"" " " Minutes 3.3.9.5-$344.90

G. D O'Rear, Chairman.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AVe your Executive Committee beg leave to report that soon after the ad-
journment of our association we opened correspondence with a number of breth]
ren looking to the selection of some one available and capable to do work for

the master, as a mis ionary in the destitute portions of our association and after
receiving communications from several brethren and among others Eld. J. E.
Barnard and after consulting with several of our brethren we called a meeting
of the committee about the middle of April and after discussing the subject
thoroughly and prayfully we invited brother J. E. Barnard to attend one of our
meetings and after informing him that the work we expected him to do Mas
strictly in the destitute parts of the association, feeling that he was a fit person
for such work, we contracted with him for the sum of $45 per month for actual
service rendered to commence on the 1st of May. We futher report that soon
after we Iield an other meeting of the committee looking to the selection of

some one suitable to do missionary work along the railroad lines in the bounds
of our association as there were several important stations without Baptist
preaching and feeling that the Baptist cause ought to be represented at these
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l7oints and after discussing the sul^ject thoroughly and prayfully and correspon-

fne Nvith Eld. J. W. Rogers and other and after receiving a communication from

Bro. Rogers we requested him to meet with us and after giving him full instruc-

tions as to the work we expected to be done we found he would undertake the

work and preach four Sundays in each month, one at Horse Creek one at Gam-

le M?nes^ne at Boldo and one at Carbon Hill, giving each one «/
these places

one week straight work some time in the summer and we feel that he w as fitted

for the work. We employed him for the balance of the associational year to

commence work about the middle of April an,l agreed to pay hmi $20 per month

for actual services rendered. We also strongly urged Bros Barnard and Rog-

ers to take collections ior missions at all times where at all practicable and al-

o feeling sure that the pastors of the different churches would make a strong

.ffort to^ollect the amounts pr<.portioned to each church at our last association

we felt safe in employing themissionaries to do work for the master

.\mount due J. E. Barnard for 120 days work at $1.50 per day $180.00

Collected from field : -. ; • ^^t^
Amount paid by Executive Committee =

:

^w

Total paid J. E, Barnard 180.00

Amount due J. W. Rogers for 24 days work
*\^?V?o

collected from field • t^f^'
paid by Executive Committee '^-^^

bv time lost ' , /,•,.

Total paid J. E.Barnard il"-""

Amount collected by J. E. Barnard "^^.IS

" J. W. Rogers
f_-^'

from Jasper church Y]%%" " Macedonia churc^i \ -"^^

" Mt. Zion church ^"-^
" " Boldo church Wo oa

" Finance Committee -^^-^^
" Sunday collections on-pi

Total amount collected '^^'^'

By amount paid J. E. Barnard •'fJSO.OO

"' '• "^^ .I.W. Rogers lO^y^o

Total amount paid out zo-.dj

Balance on hand ; ;^'
'

;
>^iL> " t?.;, n^Vr,

J F. Appling, Ch'n Ex. C/om.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO RAISE MEANS FOR L. B. HARIN.

Your committee appointed to take up a collection for Bro. LB. Harbin at oui'

last association beg leave to support. Since our last association we have re-

ceived and paid to Bro, Harbin
«10 05

From Jasper church 7 75
'•:.xiMt. Zion " :

3qq" Providence " , "oc
U T -U " I.OO

Lebanon c, nn
" Mt. Carmel "

;
• ^^'"^

Total amount received W t> nu^'i^C^^^Wm. Randolph, Chairman.

REPORT ON VOCAL MUSIC
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPORTIONMENT.

. We your committee on apportionment request the pastors and members of

the churches to try to raise by beginning at once the amounts placed opposite
their names for missionary purposes.

Mt. Carmel $15.00 Macedonia $30.00
New Prospect 1".00 ^Bethabara 20.00

Mt Olive 7.50 |Friendship 5.00

Jasper 112.50 iHepsebah 7.50

Liberty Grove 15.00 JBethel 10 00

Samaria 37.50 Oregonia ^2.50

Union Grove No. 1 7.50 JLebanon 15.00

Berry Station 22.oO [Bethlehem 20.00

Day's Gap 32.-50 iMt. Zion • 15.00

Salem 7.50 jPleasant Field 12 00
Mt Joy 22.50 [Pleasani Grove, F. C 10.00

New Hope 15.00 IGamhle Mines 15.00
Providence 30.00 iUnion 5.00

Pleasant Grove, W. C 37 50
Zion 15.00

New River. 10.qO

Liberty 10.50

Townlpy 10 00
Total .• 600.00

G. D. O'Reak, Chairman.

The following committees were apuoiutHd for the ensuing year:
On Sunday Schools—E. S, xMcIntyre, F. .\1. Mackey, C. C. Kelly.
On Temperance—R. A.. Baker, R. F. Sumner, 0. M. D. Wilson.
On State Missions—G. D. O'Rear, J. P. Mooney, •) . T. Morris
On Home Missions—Jno. H. Pool, W. F, Sides, W. T. Rutledge.
On Foreign Missions—J, W. Rogers, Wm. Patton, Wm. M. .McDuff
On Prayer Meetings—W. T. Rutledge, Jno. Black, J. A. Sumner.
On Education—S. Lacy, Ira Robins, T. J. Creel.
On Religious Literature—J. I. McCollum, J. F. Appli.ig, A. L, Files.

On Vocal music—W. T. Walton, H. G. Amerson, G. E. Coven.
Executive Committee—J. F. Appling, G. D. O'Rear, D. J. Files, J. P. Mooney,

W. H. McClane.

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

Oil motion the delegates are requested when they go home to try to

raise some means to help Towuley build a church.

The following resolutions were alopted :

Resolved that the 4th clause of the constitution be changed so as to read
thus: "The association shall elect a moderator and clerk annually" offered by

W. T. Walton
Resolved that we have lOJO copies of the minutes of this association printed

by the Jasper Headlight and that the clerk be allowed $15 for his services as
clerk. S . Lacy.
Resolved that this body tender thanks to the moderator and clerk for their

efl&cient service during se^ssion of our association. S. Lacy.
Resolved that we tender thanks to Liberty Grove church and community for

their hospitality, kindness and attention during this association. S. Lacy.

On motion the minutes were read, roli called and absentees marked.
Alter prayer and extending the parting hand the association ad-

journed to meit with Bethlehem church on Saturday before the fourth

Sunday in Septeaiber, A. D 1892.

J. S. Watts, Clerk. L. M. Bradley, Moderator.
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ORDAINED MINISTERS.

1. L. B. Harbin, Jug, Ala
,

2. L. M. Bradley, Jasper.
.^. J H. Sartain, Day's Gap,
4. W. P. Smith, Sarargosa,
5. A. A. Smith, Carbon Hill,

6. S. A. Smith, South Lowell,
7. J. W. Rogers, Jasper,
8. C. O. Collins, Blackwater,
8. W. T. Rutledge, King,
10. Wm. Patton, Pattou,
11. A. Kilgore, Patton.
12. J. H. Pool, Day's Gap,
13. H. A. Key, Jug,
14. James Hilton, Blackwater,

15. Z. J. Amerson, Tolledo,
16. .1. T. Busbee, Jug,
17. J. T. Jones, Corona,
18. J. \V. Snow, Corona,
19. J. E. Barnard, Eldridge,
20. J. I.McCollum,Djblin,
•21. M. D. L. Sanders, Horse Creek.
•22. Lee Williams. Boldo,
2S. E. H. Tingle, Quinton,
24. J.L. Sanders, .lorse Creek.
25. L. H. Baker, Tolledo,
26 W. B. Earnest, "

27. Ansly Brown, Jasper.

CONSTUITIOIT.
We. the Baptist Churches of Jesus Christ, are desirous of a reciprocal union;

we, therefore, propose to maintain the Order and Rules of the Association, ac-

cording to the following plan: •

We believe that the Churches c.f Christ are mutually independent of each other
and that the congregational form of Church government should be inviolably pre-

served; yet being convinced of theuiility of friemlly intercourse and pious councils
on the principl'^s of reciprocnl advantage and Christian love, we hold it to be the
duty of tie churches to pay respect on these principles to the advice of the Asso-
ciation,

1. The Association shall oe composed of members chosen by the di.'^erent

churches in oar L^ni'U, who, on producing letters from their respective churche.s
certifying their appoint.iient, shall be entttlfd to seats ; the letters so produced
shall express the c 'iidition of their churches respectively, viz : The number in

fellowship, th-" number r.^ceived by ])aptism, by re.storaiion, dismissed, excommu-
nicated, and (lied, S7nc:ithe last Association, which letters shall be read and the
delegates' name enrolled.

2. The members thus chosen and convened shall be known by 'Jie name of

North River Baptist Association.
3. We declare ourselvep a missioanry bodv on the Bible plan. The Association

may appoint an Executive Committee, wlm.se duty it shall be to employ a mission-
ary, or missionaries, to travel and preach the gospel to the destitute in hf-r

bounds, and to enlarge the field of labor, if necessary ; and too it shall be the duty
of said committee appoint a treasurer to t>'ke charge of all the mone\- paid ovei by
th; several churches for the support of the mission, also said treasurer shall u'lake

a correct report at each and every annual session of this body, of all money re-

ceived, expenditures, and the surplus on hand, if any, which report shall be af-

fixed to the Minutes of the Association.
4. The Association shall elect a Mo;lerat^r and Clerk annually.
5. This body shall have no CDerciv'e power to lord it over God's heritage, or to

infringe on any of the internal privileges or rights of the churches in our Union;
but shall only be considered an ad versory council in all matters respecting their

internal concerns.
6. To give the churches the best advice she can in all matters of clifRcullj', and

if the Union should be broken between any of the churches, to inquire into the
cause of the breacn, ami use her best endeavors to rem^ive the difficulty ; but if the
bleach cannot be repaired, to withdraw from any church or churches which they
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may Irok upon to be unsouiiil in principle, or immo al in practice, until the same
be reclaimed.

7, To take up no case of any church in our Union wftliout the consent of a ma-
jority of the churches.

8. Newly constitutfd or dismissed churches may be received into our Union by
their repiesentatives, a8 before stated, and the Modeiator shall signify the same
by giving the right hand ot fellowship.

9 The Association, when convened, shall be governed by such lules as she may
ad^pt. She may adjourn from day to d:iy until she shall have finished all the
business that raav be biought before her.

10, Every church numbering fifty members, or les<, shall be entitled to three
lay members as delegates; ;in<l for every twonty-five members over fifty, one lay
member as delegate, iind elect uny ordained minister, in adoitioii tliereto, that
she may hold in her membership if she choose.

11, To have the Minntes of the Associntion read and altered, if necessary, ana
signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Association rises, t.nd have them
printed, if she thinks ^jroper.

12, The Association shall in all cases be governed by a majority of the members.
13, Voting shall be confined exclusively to the body in all acts respecting thei"

internal concerns.
14, To amend theplan or form of government at any time when a majorfty of

the Union shall deem it necessary

DKCLAHATIOIT 0^ P'AITH.
1. Ox THE ScKiPTL'RES—We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men di-

VI nely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly in truction ; that it has God
for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its

mat'er; that it reveal-^ the principle- by which God will judge u-.; and thereforeis
and shall remain to the end of the world., the true center of Christian Union,
and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions
should be tried.

2. Of the True- God—That there is one true and living God, whose name is

Jehovah, the maker and supreme ruler of Heaven and Earth, inexpressibly
glorious in holiness ; worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love ; revealed
under the i^ersonal and relative distinction of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghost ; equal in every divine perfection and executing distinct but har-
monious office in the great work of Redemption.

3. Of the Fall of Man—That man was created in a state of holiness, under
the law of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and
happy state, in consequence of which all mankind are now sinners, not by con-
straint but by choice; being by nature utterly void of that holiness, required by
the law' of God, wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Satan, and
their own sinful passions, and therefore under just condemnation to eternal
ruin, without defense or excuse.

4. Of the Way of Salvation—That the salvation of sinners is wholly of

grace, through the medatorial offices of the Son ot God, Avho took upon him our
nature, yet without sin; honored the law by his personal obedience, and made
atonement for our sins by his death, being arisen from the dead he ia enthroned
in Heaven, and uniting in this wonderful person thetenderest sympathies with
divine perfection, is every way qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, and
all sufficient Savior,

5. Of Justification—That the great Gospel Blessing, which Christ of his full-

ness bestows on such as believe in him, is justification ; that justification con-
sists in the pardon of sin and the promise of eternal life, on principles of right-

eousness, that it is not bestowed in consideration of any w^orks of righteousness
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which we have done, but solely through its own redemption and righteousness,
that it brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and se-
cures every other blessing needful for time and eternity.

6. Of the Freeness of Salvation—That the blessings of salvation are made
free to all by the Gospel ; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by
a cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of the
greatest sinner on earth, except his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord
Jesus Christ ; which refusal will submit him to an aggravated condemnation.

7. Op Grace and Regenertion—That in order to be saved, we must be re-

generated and born again ;that the regeneration consist in giving a holy disposi-
tion to the mind and is affected in a manner above our comprehension or cal-

culation, by the power of the Holy Spirit, so as to secure our voluntary obedience
to the Gospel, and that its proper evidence is our voluntary obedience found in

the holy fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God.
8. Op God's Purpose of Grace—That election is the gracious purpose of God

according to which he regenerates, sanctifies, and save sinners; that being per-
fectly consistent with the moral agency of man, it comprehends all the means
in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereign
goodness, being infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable, that it utterly ex-
cludes boasting, and promotes humility, prayer, praise, truth in God, and ac-

tive imitation of His free mercy, that it encourages the use of means in the
highest degree ; that it is ascertainal)le by its effects in all who believe in the
Gospel; it is the foundation of^Christian assurance; and that to ascertain it with
regard to ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.

9. Of the Perseverance of Saints—That such only are real believers as en-
dure unto the end ; that their persevering attachment to Christ is the grand mark
which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special providence
watches over their welfare, and they are kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation.

10. Harmony of the Law and Gospel.—That the law of God is the eternal
and unchangeable rule of his moral government ; that it is holy, just and good

;

and the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its pre-
cepts, arises entirely from their love of sin ; to deliver them from which, and to
restore them through a Mediator, to unfeigned obedience to the Holy Law, is

one great end of the Gospel, and the means of grace connected with the estab-
lishment of His visible church.

11. Op a Gospei- Church—That a visible Church of Christ is a congregation
of baptised believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the
Gospel; observing the ordinance of Christ

;
governed by His laws, and exercis-

ing the gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by His word; that its only
proper officers or bishops are pastors, and deacons, whose qualifications, claims
and duties are defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus.

12. On Baptism and the Lord's Supper—That Christian baptism is the im-
mersion of a believer in water, in the name of the Father, Sou and Spirit; to
show forth in solemn and beautiful eml)lem our faith in a crucified, buried and rise 1

1

Savior; chat it is prerequisite to the privilages of a church relation, and tlie Lord'.s

Supper, in which the members of tlie church, by the use of bread and wine, are to

commemorate together the dying love of Christ, preceded always by solemn self-

examination.
13. Op the Christian Sabbath—That the fir.st day of the week is the Lord's

day, or Christian Sabbath, and is to be kept sacred to religious purposes by ab-

staining from all secular labor and recreation by the devout observance of all the
means of grace, both private and public, and by preparation for the rest which
remaineth for the people of God.

14. Of Civil Government—That civil government is of divine appontment, for

the interest and good of human society ; and that mayrisrrates are to be prayed
for, conscientiously honored and obeyed, except in things opposed t'> the will of
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of conscience and prince or the kings
of the earth.

15. Of the Righteous and Wicked—That there is a radical and essential dif-
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fefence bet\veerl the righteous and the wicked; tliat sit h us only through faith

are jastified if) the uania of the Lord Jesus; ani sancitied l)y the Spirit of God
are irnly righteous in his esteem, while all such as continue in impenitence and
unbelief are in His sight wicked, andundsr the curse, and this distinction holds
amouj!; men in and after death.

16 Of TME World TO Come—That the end of thi- world is approaching, and
that al the last day Christ will de-^cend from Heaven and raise the dead from the
grave to final retribution; that a separation will then take place, that the wicked
will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the righteous to endless joy; and
that ihis judgement will fix forever the final state of men in Heaven or Hell, on
the principles ^f righteousness.

HULES OP" DKCOHUM.
1st. The .Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.
2n 1. But one person shall speak at a time, ami he s.all rise to his feet and ad

drpss t'le Moderator.
.^rd. No member shall be interrupted wliile speaking unless h'^ depart from the

question, or use words of personal reflection.

4tn. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of

the Association, except withdrawn by him who made it.

5th. Every case taken up by the Association shall be decided or withdrawn be"
fore another is offered.

6rh. When any questicm is taken up by the Association, after allowing time for

deb 'te, the Moderator shall take the question by yeas aud nays, or otherwise
;

and the decision thus made shall be announced by the Moderator immediately.
7th. No person shall depart from the se"vice of the Association without leave of

the Moderator.
8th. No person shall speak moie than twice on the same subject without leave

obtained.
9th. The appellation of brother shall be used in oar addresses one to another.
10th The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilage as any other mem-

ber, provided he appoint some other member to his seat while speaking or other'
wise, but shall not vote unless the Association be equally divided.

11th. Any member violating the above rules may be reproved as the Associa-
tion may think proper, only on the day the offense shall have occurred.
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